
(Re)Introducing the Idaho State Archives
Erin Bostwick, Archives Records Specialist

P1966-102-15. Patrons Using Microfilm. Idaho State 
Archives.



P2460-c. State Historical Museum. Idaho State 
Archives.

P1974-52-13. Idaho State Penitentiary. Idaho State 
Archives.

Idaho State 
Historical 

Society



P1-B. Idaho Pioneer Reunion. Idaho State Archives.



Collections
• Government Records: 55,250 cubic feet
• Photographs: 1,000,000+ items
• Manuscript (donated) Records: 6,000 cubic feet
• Oral Histories: 3,000 interviews
• Microfilm: historic newspapers  county and federal 

records 
• Digital Newspapers: ChroniclingAmerica.loc.gov 
• Books: 34,500
• Maps: 3,000
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ISA collects records that:

• Are Permanent

• Are open to the public

• Are no longer active

• Demonstrate Fiscal, 
Administrative, Legal, and/or 
Long-term historic value (FALL)

G4273-A4-1915 Adams County Map. Idaho State 
Archives.



County Records

• Court Records
• Commissioners’ 

Minutes
• Ordinances
• Resolutions
• Financial Reports
• Assessors
• Deed Books

• School Districts
• Coroners
• Parks and Recreation
• Mining Districts
• Highway Districts
• Plat Books/Maps
• Treasurers



Court Records
• Permanent historic probate, 

50+ years old
• District Court Registers
• Cases successfully 

appealed to Supreme Court
• Significant to local 

communities
• Receive significant media 

coverage, notoriety, or 
controversy

P1972-189-4 Bannock County Courthouse. Idaho State Archives.



What ISA offers

• Free storage

• Intellectual control

• Preservation

• Security

• Access



What ISA offers
• Shift responsibility for public 

records requests from county 
staff to ISA staff

• Storage for physical copies after 
completion of digitization projects

• Consulting on digitization and  
physical preservation 



Current Projects:   
          RECA

• 3,500 Claims Assisted
• Help people prove 

Idaho residency from 
1951-1962

• Provide access to birth 
(1907-1911), marriage, 
and divorce records

Lewiston Clarkston Area Telephone Directory, 1957. Idaho State Archives.



Current Projects – Idaho Digital Archive



State Records Center – different from 
Archives

• Stores records not open to 
the public

• Stores active records
• Stores records still under 

retention
• Fee-based service (cost-

recovery only)

P2011-1 Hazelton Newspaper Office. 
Idaho State Archives.



Future Projects – Digital State Records 
Center

The Digital State Records Center will be like an 
extension of your network storage for: 

• Active records
• Records under retention
• Records not open to the public

The Digital State Records Center will offer:
• Web access to records as you need them
• Records furnished within 24 hours
• A cost-effective and safe digital records storage solution



Questions?

P2005-23 Towns-043. Dock Scene, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Idaho State Archives.



Please take our survey!

• Contact Info: 
Name, Email, 
County and 
Division

• Digital Archives

• Digital Records 
Center



Contact Us

Erin.Bostwick@ishs.Idaho.gov  Archives Records 
Specialist

Jim.Riley@ishs.Idaho.gov Government Records Archivist

Public.Archives@ishs.Idaho.gov Public inbox

mailto:Erin.Bostwick@ishs.Idaho.gov
mailto:Jim.Riley@ishs.Idaho.gov
mailto:Public.Archives@ishs.Idaho.gov
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