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MEETING MINUTES
10:00  am              Call to Order | Chair Tom Dayley
· Welcome
· Approve March 4th, 2026 Minutes (Action)

Minidoka Commissioner Jared Orton motioned to approve the March 4th minutes, seconded by Ada Clerk Trent Tripple. Motion passed.

	Priorities
Increase Fiscal Transparency and Accountability
· H0556 | State Inmates
· H0556 is sitting on the Senate floor, but it is in good shape. The talking points were delivered well in the committee and it passed out of committee unanimously. Things are looking positive.
· NextGen e911 Fees
· The Speaker of the House signed a slip for an introduction hearing, but he did not necessarily guarantee a hearing. The hope is that a hearing will be provided for this legislation through the House Ways and Means Committee.
· Diversify County Revenues
- Unfortunately,  at a stalemate this session. The local option tax bill faces a similar fate. The legislature is discussing a realistic date of March 25th, which if comes to fruition, likely won’t provide enough time this session for these priorities.
· H0620 | Strengthen Local Choices in Federal Land Use Decisions
- H0620 is on its way to the Governor to be signed into law after passing out of the Senate with only 3 nay votes.

New Business
· H0820 | Tax exemptions, data centers
· This legislation would cap the tax exemptions for data centers at 20 years (would not apply to any current facilities). Discussion will likely come up during the interim that would increase the amount of the investment required to qualify for the exemption or raise the threshold for equipment to be exempt from sales tax.



· H0823 | County fair boards (OPPOSE)
· This bill passed out of the House Agriculture Committee. The current strategy is to focus on the Senate to stop this bill. Some core issues of this bill is that the creation of county fair boards were optional, but that is no longer the case with this legislation. The bill has been realistically drafted for one or two counties but will apply statewide and is certainly not a one-size-fits-all situation. 

· H0831 | Election day, school instruction (SUPPORT)
· This bill would allow for the clerks to work with school districts to have them close their schools if the facilities are needed for elections (would not go into effect until 2028). It would also be a presidential election year giving plenty of time for planning and execution. This would apply to only selected buildings and provides mechanisms for the clerks’ office and school districts to work together on scheduling.

Ada Clerk Trent Tripple motioned to support H0831, seconded by Gem Assessor Hollie Ann Flansberg. Motion passed.

· H0842 | Taxing districts, budget limits (OPPOSE)
· Introduced by the Speaker of the House last week. The City of Star and the Star-Middleton Fire District have been heavily impacted by the 8% cap prescribed by H0389 (2021). Explosion in population has created an issue because they are unable to levy funds to provide services to the new growth. Conversations progressed over time between these two taxing entities and the Speaker that has led to this legislation. This bill does a number of things. Firstly, it would eliminate the requirement that taxing districts use a preliminary rate for the new construction budget. The second thing this bill does, is that cities with a pop. fewer than 30,000 or for fire or EMS districts that service cities with fewer than 30,000 people, the overall budget cap increases from 8% to 15%. It also would eliminate the ability for taxing districts to forgo property taxes moving forward. You would be able to retain existing foregone, but going forward, you would be unable to reserve it. It would also increase the amount of the base budget that could include foregone from 1% to 2%, enabling budgeting more foregone property taxes on an annual basis. The biggest problem with the bill is language that would clarify in statute that the county and city property tax budgets would be subjective to voter initiative and referendum. For example, if a county adopted a base property tax budget of “X” amount and voters thought that is too much, then an initiative could take place to reduce the originally adopted budget amount. At this point, it has not currently been scheduled for a hearing but a briefing was important because of the issues this bill would present to local governments and counties.

Canyon Commissioner Zach Brooks motioned to oppose H0842, seconded by Minidoka Commissioner Jared Orton. Motion passed.	

· H0843| Homestead Property Tax Exemption (SUPPORT)
· This legislation impacts county treasurers and assessors. There is a split to clean up the proration bill that went into effect last year or to eliminate the old language completely due to its complexity and confusion. Ultimately, H0843 is the ‘non-proration’ option and will be up in House Rev & Tax on Friday.

Gem Assessor Hollie Ann Flansberg motioned to support H0843, seconded by Owyhee Treasurer Annette Dygert. Motion passed.

· H0856 | Protection of graves (SUPPORT)
· A draft was brought earlier this session on human remains and this bill is the culmination of suggestions made on that draft. The recommendations for the old draft appear to all have been added in this current bill.

Bannock Coroner Torey Danner motioned to support H0856, seconded by Madison Commissioner Brent Mendenhall. Motion passed.

· NUG Kilowatt Hour
· Last year the legislature adopted the bill that moved rate-regulated utilities into a kilowatt hour tax, rather than the previous property tax. The Speaker of the House was originally under the impression that the adopted bill last year would include NUG’s. There will be an alternative mechanism established and NUG’s will not be locally assessed, however what that mechanism will be is not yet final.  

12:00 pm               Updates
· H0583 | Short-term rentals (OPPOSE)
· This bill has passed the Senate, despite 12 nay votes. Some posts will be going out soon to thank those legislators for the support in opposition of H0583 to help them understand their efforts in helping us are recognized.

· H0743 | AG New Powers (OPPOSE)
· We are currently awaiting updated language on. After multiple meetings with the Speaker, there has been plenty of discussion to try and find a way forward. After correspondence with Mike Kane with ICRMP, the committee will receive an update next week.

· H0808 | Medical Mandates (OPPOSE)
· Mike Kane also stopped in Monday morning on this bill to discuss some concerns, specifically on page 2, lines 10-15 where it discusses an individual declining medical intervention and how that could potentially lead to litigation and/or other issues. It presents operational challenges by broadening the scope of the law, impacting EMS districts and services, Sheriff’s, etc. Smaller counties still have county hospitals that will be swept into this prohibition as well, creating further undue liability.
		
Madison Commissioner Brent Mendenhall motioned to oppose H0808, second by Owyhee Treasurer Annette Dygert. Motion passed.

· S1287 | Public Rights-of-Way 
· Senator Hart asked for S1287 to be sent to the amending order, but the committee overall decided to hold the bill because of the amount of amendments that would be required. Nick Veldhouse from the highway districts met with him to discuss the future of legislation regarding this issue, but this bill will not be moving forward this session.
· Right to Rely (draft available) (SUPPORT)
· This bill is primarily put together because through investigation there are issues with identification of deceased family members and there is no process for verification for positive identification of a deceased before cremation.

Bannock Coroner Torey Danner motioned to support the Right-to-Rely draft, seconded by Owyhee Treasurer Annette Dygert. Motion passed.

1:00 pm		Adjournment @ 11:15 am.
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