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What is Drought? • Meteorological (lack of 
rain)

• Agricultural Drought 
(lack of soil moisture)

• Hydrological Drought 
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water supply)
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impacts)

• Ecological Drought 
(ecological impacts)

SPE—6 months SPEI—18 months
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The Second (or third) Year of Drought

• Drought of 2020 effected the Big Wood and Big Lost Basins

• Drought of 2021
• Exceptional Spring Drought

• This drought was a surprise
• Storage carryover was strong

• Snowpack was just below average

• Runoff was at or below 90% probability of exceedance in most basins

• Major impacts on agricultural in Palouse and non-irrigated land

• Storage got us through 2021, but reservoirs were left dry



Great Start to WT-YR 2022



The Great 91-day Dry Spell



Great Dry Spell



A Wet and Cool April



Boise Basin Snowpack



How extensive is the Drought?



Boise Basin SWSI (Moderate ?)



Big Wood Basin (Extreme to Moderate)



Snake Basin (Moderate to Severe)



Oakley Basin (Moderate to Severe)



Salmon Falls Creek (Extreme to Moderate)



Owyhee Basin (Severe to Moderate)



Multi-Year Drought



How common are multi-year droughts?

David’s Adequate Water Supply



Upper Snake SPEI: Water Year



Lower Snake SPEI: Spring



Idaho Drought Committee

Contact:  
David Hoekema
david.hoekema@idwr.idaho.gov
(714) 697-3203
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