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Why is Broadband Such
a Crucial Concern?













The Digital Divide



Why Speeds Matter




More Connected
Households

* 41 percent of US broadband
households have a streaming
media player

 38% U.S. broadband
households have a gaming
console.

« 36% of U.S. broadband
households subscribe to (on
permanent or trial basis) a
video gaming service.

« Cord cutters moving from
traditional services to online
platforms such as Hulu+,
Disney+, YouTube TV,
Amazon, etc.
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Grant Funding
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State of Idaho Funding

e 2020
* 33,000 Households

e S38 Million Awarded
Funds

e Grants to Households,
Local Governments
and Telehealth

e 2021
e 4 000 Households
e S10 Million in

Awarded Funds



ldaho Broadband
Advisory Board
and Future Grant
Funding

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board
formed in 2021

S10 million for Cares Act Grant
Projects.

Creating Statewide Broadband
Plan

S35 million for State Grants

Capital Projects Fund: $118
million

Infrastructure Bill: +$S100 million



Coronavirus
State and
Local Fiscal
Recovery
Funds

(ARPA
Dollars)

Grants to Idaho Cities and Counties and State

Make necessary investments in water, sewer, or
broadband infrastructure.

Broadband projects must deliver speeds of 100/100
Mbps or if unfeasible 100/20Mbps.

Defines project areas as areas without reliable access
to 100/100Mbps

Encourages recipients to prioritize support for
broadband networks owned, operated by, or affiliated
with local governments, nonprofits, and cooperatives.

Providers must participate in FCC’s Affordable
Connectivity Program

Modernization of cybersecurity for existing and new
broadband infrastructure.

Delivers broadband to locations/households (last mile).



Capital Projects Fund (ARPA)

Separate from ARPA funds to local communities.
ldaho’s will receive $118 million

Projects must provide broadband that delivers speeds of
100/100 Mbps or if that isn’t feasible 100/20Mbps.

Target unserved (25/3Mbps) areas and underserved
(100/20) areas.

Deliver to locations/households (last mile).

Service provider partner must provide an affordable
broadband monthly plan and participate in the FCC's
Emergency Broadband Benefit Program.

Projects align with ldaho Broadband Advisory Board
priorities.



INFRASTRUCTURE ACT* CREATES ~$65B IN BROADBAND FUNDING

NTIA will administer ~$48B of this new funding

BEAD

$42.458B

Title I - Broadband
Equity, Access &
Deployment Program

Formula-based grant
program for U.S. states
and territories. BEAD
aims to close the access
gap for unserved &
underserved areas of

the country.

Three programs,
established for planning
& implementation of
programs that promote
digital equity, support

digital inclusion activities,

and build capacity
related to the adoption
of broadband.

TRIBAL

MIDDLE
MILE

$2.00B

Title Il - Tribal
Connectivity Technical
Amendments

Furthers current Tribal
Broadband
Connectivity Program
by investing an
additional $2B to fund
broadband adoption
and infrastructure
projects.

$1.00B

Title IV - Enabling
Middle Mile Broadband
Infrastructure

Provides funding to
extend middle mile
capacity to reduce
cost of serving
unserved and
underserved areas and
enhance network
resilience.

$14.2B

For Affordable Connectivity
Program, which will replace
the EBB program

USDA to administer S2B
S$2.0B

Via the Rural Utilities Service

Private Activity Bonds

$600M
S600M

Authorizes State/local gov'’ts
fo use private activity bonds
for rural broadband

* Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Division F, Pub. L. 117-58 (Nov. 15, 2021)
Note: funding amounts inclusive of all administrative setf-asides.




INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION

OVERVIEW

PROGRAM PRIORITIES

BEAD (I/ll) | THE "BEAD" PROGRAM WILL PROVIDE ~$42B FOR

OTHER KEY FEATURES

Official name: Broadband
Equity, Access and Deployment
Program

Funding pool: $42.45B

Type of program: State and
Territory formula program

Program objective: to close the
availability gap, as Congress finds
that "access to affordable,
reliable, high-speed broadband is
essential to full participation in
modern life in the United States."

@ Unserved locations

No access to 25/3 Mbps

® Underserved locations

No access to 100/20 Mbps

©® Community anchor institutions

Without gigabit connections

Eligible entity must also prioritize

Persistent poverty / high-poverty areas
Speed of proposed network
Build time

Demonstrated record on compliance with
federal labor & employment laws

Note: funding amounts inclusive of all administrative set-asides

Quality requirements
Specific network
requirements are included
e.g., speeds of at least
100/20 Mbps

Matching requirement
Eligible entities must ensure
that they or a subgrantee
provide at least 25% match
(unless waiver granted)

Low-cost plan requirement
Required to offer a low-cost
plan to eligible subscribers
(to be determined by NTIA)



Infrastructure Bill

ldaho will receive at least $100 million.
NTIA administering and currently writing rules

States must prioritize unserved areas (25/3Mbps) first before
addressing underserved areas (100/20Mbps)

Delivery of 100/100Mbps and 100/20 Mbps for new investment.

Must deliver to locations/households (last mile)

25% Match required. Communities can use their ARPA funds at
match.

Projects must align with Idaho Broadband Advisory Board
priorities.

Will require semi-annual reports tracking new locations passed
and money spent
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What Can Counties
do Now?



Form a Broadband Action Team
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Understand your Broadband Landscape



Engage
Stakeholders and
Partners




Work to address
affordability,
availability, and
devices




Don’t forget
to celebrate

your
success!!




Resources on the
ldaho Commerce Page



Questions?
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