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ABOUT ME

AMANDA WATSON 

Å Founder + President | Atlas Strategic Communications

Å University of Idaho Grad (Go Vandals!) 

Å 11+ years experience in Public Relations 

ÅWinner of more than a dozen industry excellence awards 

Å Lover of yoga and tacos   
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ÅThe Art of the Interview 

ÅThe Mediums 

ÅManaging the Interview

ÅDeveloping your Message

ÅInterview Techniques



BE PREPARED. 



BEFORE AN INTERVIEW

üContact your communications person if your have one

üDo your homework ðresearch the reporter and media outlet

üDevelop your message

üAnticipate tough questions

üDetermine the appropriate setting for the interview 



DURING AN 
INTERVIEW

üDeliver your messages ðearly 
and often 

üTake control of the interview

üCorrect any errors in the 
reporterõs questions

üKnow how you want to end the 
interview 

üBe a human



AFTER AN 
INTERVIEW

üFind out when the story will run

üProvide any follow up 
information

üUpdate your team

üDetermine how you are going to 
maximize coverage/control the 
story through your own 
channels (ie; social media)

üReview coverage 

üThank the reporter for their time



NEVER DO AN INTERVIEW YOUõRE NOT 
PREPARED FOR 

ü Find out a reporterõs deadline, determine what 
information they want to cover and tell them 
youõll get back to them or set up a later time to 
do the interview. 

ü Take time to gather your thoughts and develop 
your message. 

ü Research the reporter and their news outlet to 
try to find out if they may have any predisposed 
biases.

ü Anticipate the questions and practice, practice, 
practice.



THE MEDIUMS



BROADCAST 
JOURNALISM

ü Taped vs. live

ü Visual storytelling

ü Speak in short 10-15 
second sound bites

ü Look at the reporter not the 
camera

ü Short turnaround time, 
stories usually air the same 
day 


