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Getting from Point A 
to Point B













The Digital Divide 



Why is this such a 
problem now? 



Why Speeds Matter



13



14



Infrastructure Gaps
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Affordability
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Cost Comparison between Salt Lake City and Boise



Devices





Near Term Solutions 
for Communities

24



Create a Broadband Plan



Multi-Family Housing Unit Policies



Include Fiber in other Infrastructure Builds
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Create more Public Wi-
Fi Solutions
• More and more services are moving 

online. 
• Versatile (libraries, parks, city hall, parking 

lots)
• Easy to contract with an ISP
• Helps families with no other internet 

options
• Can be driver for economic growth (coffee 

shop, brewery, food hall)
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Grant Funding Options
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Idaho Broadband 
Advisory Board
and Future Grant 
Funding

• Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
formed in 2021

• $10 million in awarded Cares Act 
Grant dollars

• $35 million in State Grants
• Creation of Broadband Plan 
• ARPA Dollars

• Infrastructure Bill Grant Dollars



ARPA Dollars
• Grants to Idaho Cities and Counties and State

• Idaho’s Share | State Receives $1.19 billion
• Counties Receive $346,590,252 for 44 Counties
• Cities Receive $233,088,607

• Projects must provide broadband that delivers speeds of 100/100 Mbps or if that 
isn’t feasible 100/20Mbps. 

• Target Underserved (25/3Mbps) and unserved (10/1) areas. 

• Areas not currently served by wireline connection. 



Infrastructure Bill
• Idaho Allocation

• Idaho will receive $128 million dollars if approved by House
• Requirements

• Treasury Rules being written
• Underserved Speeds will be 100/20Mbps, Unserved Speeds 25/3Mbps. 
• Delivery of 100/100Mbps and 100/20 Mbps for new investment. 

• Coordinate 
• Look at existing infrastructure in community including community owned 

infrastructure or future infrastructure plans to leverage dollars. 
• Coordinate with schools, libraries, and state and local governments to stretch dollars. 
• Start a community broadband plan. 

35



Resources on the 
Idaho Commerce Page



Questions? 
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