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Idaho Public 

Health 

Districts 

Chronology

• 1907 – Idaho Legislature established 1st State 
Board of Health and also established that 
Counties could appoint a County Board of 
Health.

• 1970 – only 23 Counties provided some Local 
Public Health services

• 1970 – Bill passed to incorporate all Counties 
into 7 Health Districts.

• July 1971 the 7 Local Public Health Districts 
were established.



Idaho Public Health Districts

Organizational 

Structure

County 
Commissioners

Board of Health

Director

Administration/Fiscal
Environmental, 
Response and 
Technology

Public Health 
Services

Idaho Public Health Districts



Idaho Public Health Districts

Idaho Code 39-401

• It is legislative intent that health districts operate and be 
recognized not as state agencies or departments, but as 
governmental entities whose creation has been authorized 
by the state, much in the manner as other single purpose 
districts.  Idaho Code § 39-401
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Programs and Services 

Epidemiology Septic permits and evaluation

Immunizations Public pool inspections

Women, Infants and Children Solid waste

Suicide prevention Land development

Regional Behavioral Health Boards Childcare inspections

Prescription Opioid Solutions Food safety

Oral Health Citizen review panels

Home Visiting Preparedness

Fit and Fall Medical reserve corps

Tobacco cessation Crisis Centers

Preventive Clinical Services
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Public Health Services  IC 39-409

Public Health Education:  Prevention is the key

to success in public health.  We focus on 

promoting healthy lifestyles through educational 

programs and policy advocacy.  

Physical Health: Idaho Public Health Districts strive

to maintain the health of families and the 

community through health district programs

and referrals to community partners.
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Chronic Disease Prevention
Idaho Public Health Districts provide public health education to the public and 
policymakers about our role in preventing disease and in keeping people 
healthier through policy and environmental change at the local level.  We 
provide educational programs and policy implementation plans for:

• Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention

• Comprehensive Cancer Control

• Diabetes Prevention and Control

• Fall Prevention for Seniors

• Oral Health

• Physical Activity and Nutrition

• Tobacco Use Cessation

• Tobacco Prevention and Control
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Environmental Health: Environmental Health 

recognizes the connection between human health

and the health of our environmental surroundings. 

Idaho Public Health Districts work to prevent 

disease and injury through control and protection

of environmental factors such as water, air, and food.

Public Health Administration: Idaho Public Health 

Districts perform administrative functions as 

prescribed by Idaho Code.  We do participate in the 

State: personnel, retirement, group health,

risk management, and purchasing systems.  

Public Health Services  IC 39-409
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Additional Core Functions
Epidemiology/Communicable Disease Control:  
Epidemiology is one of the core functions of public 
health.  Idaho Public Health Districts work to 
investigate, report, prevent, and control 
communicable diseases.

Public Health Preparedness: Idaho Public Health

Districts  are working to improve their ability to respond

to all types of hazards, ranging from natural disasters, to 

infectious disease outbreaks, and to acts of terrorism.
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Communicable 

Disease 

Outbreaks

Tuberculosis 

in Jails

COVID-19 

Pandemic

Salmonella in Food 

Establishments

Norovirus in 

Nursing Homes

Pertussis in 

Schools

Syphilis in the 

Community

Communicable Disease Outbreaks
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Public Health Preparedness
Local public health’s role is to be more visible to the public and policymakers 
during emergencies and disasters.  All disasters strike locally.  We are a critical 
part of any community’s first response by:

• Exercising all-hazard response plans that have been developed by the 
health districts

• Planning for and management of the Strategic National Stockpile

• Partnering with health professionals and the 
community to ensure they are educated about and 
prepared for such events

• Working with community partners to develop plans 
and exercise for surge capacity events

• Responding to public health events, such as the 
H1N1 pandemic
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Idaho Code changes 2021
(Legislative Intent HB316 - Beginning March 1, 2022)

• Idaho Code 39-401 LEGISLATIVE INTENT, clarifying language that the health 

districts are NOT a department of the state or a department of county 

government. Also clarifies that public health districts will have the option to 

continue with agreements and service arrangements including insurance 

that were effective prior to January 1, 2022.

• Idaho Code 39-413, DIRECTOR APPOINTMENT edited to include the Board 

of Health shall determine compensation for the Director.  Also adds that the 

Director with approval of the Board shall prescribe positions, qualifications 

and pay rate to employees.
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Idaho Code changes 2021

• Idaho Code 39-414 POWERS AND DUTIES OF DISTRICT BOARD, removes 

delegation of duties from the State Department of H&W and DEQ, and adds 

that the Boards may enter into agreements with said State agencies.  

• Also removes reference to fiscal control policies required by the state 

controller.  

• Adds language regarding Orders passed by the Board of Health which apply 

to all persons in a county or public health district must be approved by the 

county commissioners within 7 days of the date of the order.  If the county 

commissioners approve the order it will take effect immediately for a period 

of 30 days. Only the board of county commissioners may extend, amend or 

modify and reimpose the orders for an additional 30 days.
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Idaho Code changes 2021

• Idaho Code 39-414A.  AUDITS, to include that it shall be the duty of each 

board of health to have a full and complete audit of all fainacial transactions 

no less frequently than every 2 years.  Such audits shall be in accordance 

with generally accepted auditing standards.  The board of health shall 

include all necessary expenses for such audit in the budget.  [made by the 

legislative services office, pursuant to section 67-702, Idaho Code.

• Idaho Code 39-423 BUDGET COMMITTEE, to include new language stating:

Nothing shall prevent the chairman of the board of county commissioners 

from appointing a designee to represent him on the budget committee if the 

chairman is unable to attend the budget committee meeting, provided that 

the designee must be an elected county commissioner from the same 

county as the chairman of the board of county commissioners.
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Idaho Code changes 2021

• Idaho Code 39-424A ADDITIONAL COUNTY AID TO DISTRICTS to include 

beginning March 1, 2022 and each year thereafter, boards of county 

commissioners shall be responsible for providing additional annual aid to 

public health districts in an amount not less than the legislature 

appropriation for State fiscal year 2021.

• Idaho Code 39-425 STATE AID TO DISTRICTS, removing all reference to the 

State general fund appropriation to local public health and revenues in state 

treasury. Adds that the legislature may authorize or grant additional funds to 

various public health districts for selected projects.
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Current and Future Funding Sources
• Funding sources from 

1972 – 2021

– State

– Counties

– Contract/Fees

• Beginning FY 2023 we have 
2-legged stool for funding:

– County

– Contracts/fees

Balanced Funding

C
o
u
n
ty
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Revenue – FY 2020

• State

• County

• Contracts/Fees

State , 

9,631,900, 

15%

County, 

9,458,900, 

14%

Contracts/Fee

s, 45,829,700, 

71%
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Revenue FY 2021

• State

• County

• Contracts/Fees

State, 

9,330,200, 

13%

Counties, 

9,585,900, 

14%

Contract/Fee, 

51,925,800, 

73%
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Revenue - FY 2022

• State

• County

• Contracts/Fees

State

11%

Counties

21%

Contracts/Fees

68%
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Revenue - FY 2023

• County

• Contracts/Fees

Counties, 

18,916,100, 

31%

Contracts/Fees, 

41,487,400, 

69%
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Idaho Public Health Districts“Healthy People in Healthy Communities”


