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The Basics

A bill is a proposal for the enactment, amendment or
repeal of existing law or the appropriation of public

money.
A bill can start in either the House or Senate except for

bills that raise revenue which must originate in the

House.
A bill must pass both the House and Senate.

A bill must be signhed by the Governor (or not vetoed) in
order to become law.
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More Basics

. Ajoint memorial is a legislative petition addressed to
the President, Congress, or a federal agency.

. Ajoint resolution is a measure requiring two-thirds vote
of House and Senate to amend the Idaho Constitution
or ratify an amendment to the US Constitution.

- A concurrent resolution is an action to regulate the
affairs of the legislature.

» Joint memorials or resolutions must pass both the
House and Senate.

- Memorials and resolutions are not subject to approval of
the Governor.
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The Role of Committees

The House and Senate are made up of several
germane committees.

Each committee consists of a chair, vice chair, and
committee members.

Committee chairs and vice chairs are of the majority
party.

The majority party also comprises a majority of each
germane committee.
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The Committee Chair

- In Idaho, committee chairs have great power.

- A committee chair can choose to not give a bill a
hearing.
If you hear that a chair has “put a bill in a drawer” it
means the chair has filed the bill away and is not
planning on hearing the bill.
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So how does a bill become
law?
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Step 1: Draft Legislation

Legislative Services Office staff draft and edit

legislation.
- A“purple slip” is required before legislation can be

drafted.
- The proposals sponsor prepares a statement of

purpose with fiscal note.
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Step 2: The Bill is Introduced

The committee germane to the bill (i.e.: Revenue and
Taxation) holds an introductory or “print” hearing to
determine if a bill should be formally introduced.
Only the proposal’s sponsor may present information
to the committee.

The committee can move to introduce the proposal
or return it to the sponsor.
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Step 3: The Bill Goes to Committee

- After introduction, a bill can be fully heard in
committee.

- At a full hearing, anyone can provide testimony.
Committee members examine the testimony and
may ask questions of presenters.

- After testimony is given, the committee debates the
bill.

- The committee may move to support the bill, amend
the bill, or hold the bill.

- A motion to hold “kills” the bill.
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Step 4: Voting by Full Chamber

Upon clearing the committee, a bill is brought to the
floor of the body for a vote.

Only the members of the body are allowed to
examine and debate the bill.

If a bill is recommended by committee for
amendment, amendments are considered by the full
body, not the committee.

If the bill is approved, it is transmitted to the other

chamber.
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Step 5: Bill Goes to Committee

- After transmittal, a bill can be fully heard in
committee by the other chamber.

- At a full hearing, anyone can provide testimony.
Committee members examine the testimony and
may ask questions of presenters.

- After testimony is given, the committee debates the
bill.

- The committee may move to support the bill, amend
the bill, or hold the bill.

- A motion to hold “kills” the bill.
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Step 6: Voting by Full Membership

Upon clearing the committee, a bill is brought to the
floor of the body for a vote.

Only the members of the body are allowed to
examine and debate the bill.

If a bill is recommended by committee for
amendment, amendments are considered by the full
body, not the committee.

If the bill is approved, it is transmitted to the
Governor.
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Step 7: The Bill Goes to the Governor

- After a bill passes both the House and the Senate, it is
transmitted to the Governor.

- The Governor has ten days to sign or veto a bill while
the legislature is in session and five days if the
legislature has adjourned.

- A bill becomes law if it is neither signed or vetoed by
the Governor.
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Step 8: Enactment

If a bill is passed by both the House and Senate and

approved by the Governor, it will become law.
An approved bill becomes law on its enactment date.

Most bills become law on July 1.
A bill may be enacted on another date as specified in

the legislation.
Bills can also be enacted retroactively is so stated in

the legislation.
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How to Get Involved
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Build Relationships

Get to know your legislators

Ask for cell phone numbers (texting is more effective
than email)

Meet with them when they are home over the
weekend

Schedule regular calls in session between your
county and your legislators

Be honest

Provide factual information

Let them know how legislation impacts your county
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Watch Committee Hearings

. ldaho in Session
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https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/

AGENDA

Test ify B efo re a SENATE STATEagoFI:G\IABS COMMITTEE

Room WW55
Tuesday, January 19, 2021

u
Limited public seating will be available in the committee room. For members
of the public to observe the meeting, please click on the following link:

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
SCR 101 STATING FINDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE Senator Winder
® I n pe rso n relating to the state of the COVID-19 disaster

emergency if it is terminated and the effect on

Vi rt U a | Iy federal funding.
e Checkin with IAC staff if you
need assistance.

https://leqislature.idaho.qov/

https://leqislature.idaho.gov/wp-con
te nt/u p | Oa ds/sessio n i nfo/202'|/sta n d Public Testimony Will Be TaKReg t])sy"RetglsTI:;\(ring Through the Following Link:
| n q CO m m |tteeS/SJ & R. Ddf If you have written testimony_, plgase providg a copy of it alor'ng with the

name of the person or or resy to the Yy
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Lodge Sen Lee Twyla Melton

Vice Chairman Guthrie Sen Heider Room: WW42

Sen Winder Sen Stennett Phone: 332-1326

Sen Anthon Sen Burgoyne Email: sstaf@senate idaho.gov

Sen Harris
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/standingcommittees/SJ&R.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/standingcommittees/SJ&R.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/standingcommittees/SJ&R.pdf

Any questions?

COUNTIES



