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New Marijuana Petition 

•  Idaho Medical Marijuana Association 

• Began collecting signatures September 2016 

•  “No county, city, or legislature may enact a 
moratorium in any city, county, or state” 



Would allow for… 

• A patient may possess 24 oz AND 12 plants 
AND marijuana produced from those plants 

• A caregiver (3 patients) may possess 72 oz 
AND 36 plants AND marijuana produced from 
those plants 

• A grower (4 patients) may possess 48 plants 
AND marijuana produced from those plants 







24 ounces      =        1,344 joints        =   8 joints/hr 
       24 hrs/day 
       1 week   

 
Each “plant” produces approximately 2 lbs of pot or 
21,504 joints 6X/year 
     



•  “Any condition” 

• Recommended by a “licensed 
practitioner” (anyone licensed to prescribe 
drugs) 

• A grower must only be 18 years of age 

• Convicted felons may be growers as long as the 
conviction was more than two years ago 



Unprecedented Protections 

DUI – Must prove “slurred speech and lethargic 
movements.” 
▫  Increases State’s burden 
▫  May preclude successful prosecution of 

defendants who choose not to speak at all 



“…may not be subject to criminal penalty, or have 
his or her parental rights and/or residential time 
with a child restricted due to his or her medical 
use of marijuana, or his or her child’s medical use 
of marijuana,….absent written findings supported 
by substantial evidence that such use has resulted 
in a long-term impairment…” 



If a patient’s “short-term” impairment resulted in 
harm or endangerment to the patient’s child, the 
patient could “not be subject to criminal penalty” 
or parental-related sanction. 

Example: A patient could not be convicted of child 
endangerment based on a marijuana-related DUI 
with a child in the vehicle if the patient was 
impaired by marijuana for only the “short-term.” 



“…not subject to disciplinary action by a court or 
occupational or professional licensing board” 
 
▫  Surgeons, cops, CDL’s with big rigs, FedEx 

drivers, pilots, etc. as long as no “substantial 
findings” 



•  No taxes collected 

•  No prevention programs funded 

•  Nothing preventing dispensaries next to schools or 
correctional facilities 

•  Search and seizure? 

•  Workplace drug testing? 

•  Idaho employment law conflicts? 



Big Government 

• Department of Health & Welfare must: 
▫  Issue registration certificates for dispensary or 

production facility 
▫  Issue registry ID cards to patients, caregivers, or 

agents of a marijuana organization 
▫  Register testing facilities to test for potency, 

contaminants, and consumer product safety 
▫  Establish and maintain verification system 
▫  Create, appoint, staff and coordinate an advisory 

committee on Medical Cannabis 



• Must adopt rules and procedures for 
implementing the program 

▫  Govern organizations to prevent diversion and 
theft 
▫  Provide safe and accurate packaging and labeling 
▫  Inspect marijuana organizations 



Possible Legislative Proposals 
Marijuana-infused products 
 
CBD 
 
Reduced penalties for marijuana 
possession 



Of Note 

• Nomination of Senator Sessions for AG 

• DEA action on CBD 

•  Positions of medical organizations 

• Medical issue or a political one? 

http://www.sltrib.com/news/4871711-155/lawmakers-put-medical-pot-on-pause 



American Medical Association 

"Our AMA believes 
that (1) cannabis is 
a dangerous drug 
and as such is a 
public health 
concern; (2) sale 
and possession of 
cannabis should 
not be legalized."  

 
"Heavy cannabis use in 
adolescence causes 
persistent impairments 
in neurocognitive 
performance and IQ, 
and use is associated 
with increased rates of 
anxiety, mood and 
psychotic thought 
disorders." 



American Psychiatric Association 

 
 
Marijuana should not be used for the treatment of 
any mental illness. 



National Alliance on Mental Illness 

“It is essential to note the alarming relationship 
between marijuana use and psychotic disorders, 
particularly schizophrenia. For people 
predisposed to schizophrenia, regular marijuana 
use leads to an earlier age of diagnosis, an increase 
in hospital visits due to the illness, and a smaller 
chance of recovery.” 



American Epilepsy Society 





CBD Oil 
Non-psychoactive component of 
MJ 
 
High THC vs. High CBD 
 
May be effective in treating 
intractable seizures in children 
 







Governor’s Executive Order 
Established an Expanded Access 
Program 
 
Pure, plant-based CBD oil, 
Epidiolex® 
 
40 slots for Idaho children 
 
No placebo group 
 
Product provided free of charge 
 
Monitors potential drug 
interactions and side effects 
 
 
 
 

EAP’s: 
•  Treat severely ill children 

who do not respond to standard 
medications with a drug that has 
met FDA requirements for 
safety in preclinical research 
while clinical trials take place, 
and 

 
•  Gather preliminary information 

for phased trials that will 
determine whether Epidiolex® 
can reduce epileptic seizures 
more effectively than 
standard medications. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening in 
Neighboring States? 



Washington - NW HIDTA 2016   

•  98% of student drug violations in Seattle Public 
Schools during 2013-2014 year were due to MJ 

•  90% of Washington’s population lives within 10 
miles of a MJ retail store 



• Drivers with active THC in their blood in a fatal 
driving accident have risen 122% from 
2010-2014 

• Washington Poison Control calls related to MJ 
have increased 350% over three years 



Oregon, Alaska, D.C.    

• Oregon 

▫ Allowed  to possess 
8 ounces 
▫  2000% increase in 

ED visits 

• Alaska and D.C. 

▫  Legalized for 
recreational use 
▫  Illegal to buy or sell 



Colorado 



Denver Police Crime Data 
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RM HIDTA 2016 
rmhidta.org 
Colorado MJ-related traffic deaths increased 92% 
from 2010-2014 
 
Drug-related suspensions/expulsions increased 
40% from 2008-2009 to 2013-2014; the vast 
majority for MJ violations 
 

















Increased Homeless 

•  “Of the new 
(homeless) kids we’re 
seeing, the majority 
are saying they’re 
here because of the 
weed,” said Kendal 
Rames, deputy 
director of Urban 
Peak. 

• Haven of Hope 
normally rises by 
about 50 people per 
month during the 
summer. In 2014 they 
got 923 new homeless 
over the summer; 
more than 300 a 
month. 





Why do we care? 
From 2007-2015 Idaho 
high school student binge 
drinking fell from 30.4% to 
15.6% 
 
Non-medical use of RX 
drugs 
2011 Idaho ranked 4th  
2014 Idaho ranked 35th 

Illicit drug use other 
than MJ in the past 
month according to 
NSDUH 2012-2014 

• CO 2nd 
• WA 6th 
•  ID 47th 
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Hemp 



What is hemp? 

 
 
Marijuana and hemp are different varieties of the 
same species. Both are considered marijuana and 
are treated as such in Idaho Statute and federal 
law.  



Concerns 

• Hemp cannot be produced without producing 
THC, a Schedule I drug. 

•  The amount of THC in a plant differs based on 
genetic make-up and growth conditions. 

• Even low THC plants can produce highly 
potent concentrates through a chemical 
extraction process demonstrated in hundreds of 
YouTube videos. 



•  Law enforcement may have difficulty 
distinguishing hemp products from marijuana 
which ultimately results in de facto marijuana 
legalization. 
▫  Plant appearance is similar, although there are 

some differences 
▫ K-9’s are likely to alert to hemp 
▫  The ISP lab can only test for the presence of 

THC, not the quantity (ex. 0.3%) 
  



Not the cash crop it is touted to be 
 
• Hemp requires a lot of water (25-30 inches) and 

nutrient dense soil (Modern Farmer, 2013) 

• Demand fell throughout the 20th century due to 
cheaper, better alternatives  

• Many uses for hemp but not cost effective 
▫  Hemp oil $6/liter to produce 
▫  Hempcrete 3 x more expensive 


